

http:moderncarcare.com

These lubricants are no longer considered “waste” or “used” oil
and are excellent primary or supplementary fuels for businesses that
do not produce enough used oils to justify a unit purchase. Even
though these fuels are not “free,” like the waste oil collected at a fast
lube facility, they are much less expensive than typical heating oils,
natural gas or propane.

Typical costs for purchasing and installing a used-oil-fired boiler
usually can be recouped within a couple of years ot operation. There-
after, business owners can enjoy abundant, free bot water for carwashes,
truck washes, facility heating, or any other hot-water need.

Maintenance

Consistenl maintenance is the key Lo dependable and efficient oper-
ation. This includes removal of ash from the heat exchanger, based on
hours of operation and the oils being recycled. An annval tune-up of
the burner is recormnmended and inay include the cleaning or replace-
ment of the nozzle and electrodes. Oil [ilters also need to be cleaned or
replaced as necessary. Fuel tanks should be menitored to prevent con-
tainination of the cil and drained of water or antifreeze as required.

Boilers should be chosen wisely. Units vary by manufacturer as (o
their conliguration, materials, capacity and water [low. Proper sizing
depends on the quantity of oils available for recycling; facility type, size
and layout; and the amount of hot water needed. Units may be placed
as standalone units inside existing or new facilities or can be looped
into existing boiler installations.

Pricing will factor into the purchase decision but should not be
the major concern since ROT is usually very favorable. Look for fuel-
atomizing equipment that is designed and assembled by experienced

manufacturers. Units
should be completely pack-
aged, including onboard
air compressors and meter-
ing pumps (for consistent
fuel delivery regardless of
oil mixture or viscosity).
They also should be factory
tested, including pre-firing,
and safety listed by a rec-
ognized testing lahoratory. Boilers should only be installed by licensed
plumbing contractors.

Warm customers are happy customers. Warm employees are pro-
ductive employees. Dry surroundings are safe surroundings. Car care
facility operators can enjoy these benelits by harnessing the power of
oil and water wilh a used-cil-fired boiler.

Getting oil and water Lo work together is environmenlally green
by protecting our water resources and reducing our requirements for
fossil fuels. The practice also is economically green by keeping vour
money 10 your pocket! MCC
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